C ZEROCALCARE 


KOBANE 
CALLING 


FACES, WORDS AND DOODLES FROM 
REBIBBIA TO THE TURKISH-SYRIAN BORDER. 


BY ZEROCALCARE 


ს MM. 


YOU HEAR ИШИ WHEN YOU HEAR 
“ВАТАТАТА", À 5 “TUM TUM TUM”, 


WELL, THAT 
DEPENDS. 
Е 


VEG 


КЫГ Ж 


10 UGHT 
š UP WHERE 
YOU SHOOT. 


UKE SPOON, 
FROM LEFT TO 
RIGHT, IT'S 66. 


PROLOGUE 


I NEVER QUITE KNOW HOW FAR BACK то GO, итн EVENTS: TWO DA 


A MONTH? 
IM THIRTY-ONE, YET | FEEL ИКЕ WHEN I 
L- GOT SUSPENDED FROM SCHOOL AT FOURTEEN. 


ри 
PARENT ONE. PARENT TWO. 
| GATHERED YOU HERE, DESPITE YOUR 
DIVORCE, ТО GNE YOU TWO PIECES ОҒ 
NEWS, ONE GOOD AND ONE BAD. 


YS? А WEEK? 


THIS WAS LAST TUESDAY. 


I WAS ON MY WAY TO TELL 
MY PARENTS AND GOT SOME 
SORT OF DÉTÅ-W. 


THE GOOD NEWS Б THAT 
I FED THE CAT TODAY. 


DON'T THANK ME, THAT'S JUST 
WHO I AM. I DID IT WITH A SMILE. 


THEBADNEWSISIGOTSUSPENDE- 
FORTHROWINGAFIRECRACKERAT- 
THEHEADMISTRESS. 


IN FACT, AVOID THAT 
NAME UKE THE 


пет SAYING IT WAKES 
MY VOICE SHAKE. 


A ад. 


(AS I WAS DRAWING THE ABOVE STRIP, THO DREADFUL SCENARIO 
— THROUGH MY MIND?) 


WHAT suakes? 
THE FUCKS 


KOBANE? 
A PLAY ON WORDS? А трой 

Sd KURT KOBANE? 45 REFNED 
I ONLY GET DOUBLE ae 


ENTENDRES ABOUT PUSSY. 


A 


SORRY, FOLKS. | SWEAR, | AIN'T TAKING THE 1126, A GIRL 
ILL BE REPRESENTING AS А KOALA ONCE ASKED МЕ THI: 


სიდე e DON'T FRET. TH 
ЕК? ОТНЕ LADY 
ME HAS A DEGREE. 


50 SHE'LL REMAIN 
ONE LEVEL ABOVE 
YOU ALL HER ИРЕ. 


აზ 


ა» 
THIS REALLY HURT. 


THS 5 WHY IM GONG TO DO A BRIEF RECAP NOW. IF YOU ALREADY KNOW IT, 
SKIP IT, UKE YOU DO WITH ADVERTS BEFORE YOUTUBE VIDEOS. IM EVEN GONG 
TO PLACE THAT GREY HIGHLIGHT OVER WHAT YOU CAN SKIP. 


THE KURDS ARE A POPULATION DIVIDED INTO FOUR STATES: TURKEY, SYRIA, IRAN AND IRAQ. 


TURKEY 


SRA КАФ 


N BACH OF THESE STATES, THEIR IDENTITY WAS REPRESSED AND ABSORBED. 


FROM 2011, DURING THE SYRIAN CNIL WAR, HREE CANTONS, 
А DEMOCRATIC CONFEDERACY BOUND BY A SOCIAL CONTRACT BASED 
ON ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS COEXISTENCE, PARTICIPATION, FEMALE 
EMANCIPATION, REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH AND ECOLOGY. 


THERE YOU 40. | CHALLENGE 

YOU TO FIND ANOTHER COUN- 

TRY WITH SUCH A FORWARD- 
THINKING CONSTITUTION. 


BUT 155' ADVANCE INTO SYRIA SOON REACHED THE ROJAVA. 

SEVERAL VILLAGES WERE OCCUPIED AND PEOPLE HAD ТО FLEE IN 

THEIR THOUSANDS, TO ESCAPE THE MASSACRES AND ABDUCTIONS. "ს 
დააა, 


DNG 


(LET'S NOT DWELL 0 
N 
N| MY OWN GRAPHIC NTER- 
PRETATION OF ББ NOW) 


BOTH THE KURDISK PEOPLE PROTECTION UNITS -YPS (FEMALE) AND УРА (MIXED) 
– HAVE BEEN HOLDING THEIR GROUND AGAINST БЮ AND THEIR SIEGE FOR MONTHS, 
DESPITE THE DIFFERENCES IN WEAPONS AND MEANS. 


AND WHY IT MIGHT BE BEST NOT 
TO MENTION IT WITH MY FOLKS. 


HLE YOU 40 UP, I SHALL OFFER Ñ წ MAY GOD 
AFLONER FOR ALL THE HETORUNG. | FL | HAVE MERCY | Z WELL, M LKE TO 
GEOPOLITICAL RESEARCHERS AND 75 ON US ALL. SEE YOU DO IT 
LOVERS OF IN-DEPTH ANALYS WHO И TWO PAGES. 
DIED READING YOUR SUMMARY. 


PIXEL 


THE RESOLUTION'S FAULT, THAT'S WHAT IT 5. HERE I AM, ABOUT TO DO SOMETHING NICE, 
YET I FEEL AS THOUGH IM ABOUT TO THROW A FIRECRACKER AT THE HEADMISTRESS. 
(SHE WAS A BITCH, ANYWAY, 50 EVEN THAT'S GOT ITS OWN MORAL VALUE) 


THING Б THAT IF I DRAW A PIE CHART OF MY MOTIVATIONS, THERE'S А SLICE 
I DON'T SEEM TO BE ABLE TO BRING TO FOCUS 


ITALIAN MEDIA TEND TO FOCUS 
IT 16 RIGHT TO დ 

DEFEND THE “ROJAVA ON AND SENSATIONALISE THE 
EXPERIENCE” AS IT PRO- CONFLICT ALONE, SO WE COULD 


VIDES AN EXAMPLE OF COVER A DIFFERENT ANGLE. 
PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 

FOR THE WHOLE OF 

THE MIDDLE EAST 


FUOK'S THE 
NONCOMMIT- 
TAL САК- 
TOONIST 
Now, EH? 
I'VE BEEN 
TO KOBANE, 


სდ 
SEE, THE FOURTH SUCE, THE LARGEST, Б OUT OF FOCUS. IT “PKELLATES". | DON'T GET I. 


го IUST THAT IF YOU 
THERE Б NO а} DON'T SHARPEN THAT PART, 
SOFTWARE THAT = в EVERYTHING SHAKES. 
CAN INCREASE AN 


"тойт LOSNA үлүү? 
QUALITY. FEEL AS THOUGH YOU'RE 
ABOUT TO THROW A FIRE- 

CRACKER AT MÓ MARANI. 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT 


yl N 
CAN YOU LET ME KNOW “ы å | 
AN EVENING WHEN YOURE |-““-# tide å 
FREE 50 I CAN NVITE - THEY'VE KNOWN, ღი 
å SINCE YOU WERE 


FABRIZIO AND ANNA 


OVER FOR DINNER? წთ l =" 
===] i) Å 


< yy > 


SORRY, MUM, BUT РМ UEBER-BUSY 
THESE DAYS. 


— 
I HAVE МУ GAS- 

TROSCOPY THE DAY 
AFTER TOMORROW. 


EYES HALE-SHUT. 


CASUAL AND AT GAZE. 


YOURE NOT 
GOING TO KOBANE, 


GHEAF OF WHEAT IN 
MOUTH, CLEAR SUN 
OF ZEN-UKE DEVL- 
MAY-CARE ATTITUDE 


TOOTHPICK 
TO DEFLECT 
MY MOTHER'S 
INDIGNATION. 


AFTER'S THE 
ILLUSTRATED 
DATE FAR. 


NEARBY, BUT 


— | NOT THAT MUCH. 
"= Å Gr å - 
ђ 


NOT > | 
‚_ KOBANE KOBANE. A BIT UKE REBIBBIA- 
SANTA MARIA DEL SOCCORSO 


WHAT WOULD г 
140 THERE FOR? | = 
| GANT SHOOT. _, ბე" \\ ] 7 MUST BE ABOUT 
2 MS, THREE TUBE STOPS. 


RIGHT, CALCARE, PREPARE 
YOURSELF. 


THEY'RE GONNA 1096 IT. 
THEY'LL 40 MAD. 


STILL, YOULL TEXT 
EVERY NOW AND 
THEN, RIGHT? 


DO YOU HAVE TO 

USE THAT TOOTHPICK, 

IT MAKES YOU LOOK 
50 COMMON! 


(THE LARGEST 


TOWN) WE'LL BE ON 


THE TURKISH SDE 
OF THE BORDER, 
ANYWAY. 


BY A KILOMETRE. 


THE WAR'S 
ON THE SYRIAN 
SIDE. 


IM NOT CRAZY. 


JUST ROLL WITH THE PUNCHES. 
ANSWER BACK. DISCUSS. REMEMBER. 


"ОНЕ STARTED IT BY TELLING ME 
OFF FOR BEING LATE WHEN THE 
BELL HADN'T EVEN ДОМЕ." 


WHAT | DON'T GET 
15 WHY YOU DON'T 40 
CAMPING IN PESCIA, 
WITH THE CLEAN 
SHOWERS... 


= / ENOUGH [> 
WITH PEP- | 
- PER! 
WE'VE BEEN DIVORCED FOR TWENTY 
YEARS AND YOU STILL COME RUNNING TO 
ME WHEN YOUR DIVERTICULA HURT! 


REACTION 
ON THE 
OUTSIDE: 


“дву, MAY | REMIND 
You THEY KIDNAP 


WESTERNER? 
DOWN THERE! 
' THEY HACK 
YOU BREAK THEIR HEADS OFF! 
MY BALA IF | TAKE СА y | : 
THE CAR IN THE Why [DONT YOU WATCH 
RAN AS ITSDANGER- NE ING THE TEL?) 


OUSANDSUPPERY AND ო ს ს წ. 


NOW IM, OFF TO КО- = 
| 5 SET THE 
зат | А 
I HAD HOPED WAS А THING 

OF THE PAST. 


UKE MY 14- 
YEAR OLD COUSIN 
WHO GOT HERSELF 
CAUGHT ON PURPOSE 
STEALING UPSTICK 
FROM STANDA 
TO ATTRACT 
MY AUNTIE'S 
ATTENTION. 


Ц PEPPER мотель თ 
Å OF WORRYING... 


STILL, WHAT CAN THEY SAY TO А 31-YEAR OLD? YOU'RE AN ADULT AT 21. 
YOU KNOW WHAT YOU'RE DOING. NOBODY CAN FORCE YOU TO DO OR STOP YOU DONG ANYTHING. 


CHRIST, | CANNOT WATCH 
YOU WITH THAT TOOTHPICK 


(WHICH Б PRECISELY WHY I THEN GAVE THE GASTROSCOPY A МФ) 


WOU GONG н 
BY YOURSELF 
у | 


%5 IT AN ASSOCIATION? 


ეა. 


NE? f= 


FE, 
NO WAY! 
% IT'S EIGHT OF US. å 


IT'S THE ROMAN RELAY FOR KOBANE, А FEW PEOPLE FROM COMMUNITY CENTRES 
STRIVING TO WORK WITH OTHER RELAYS 16 ENSURE TWO KINDS OF OUTCOMES: 


HUMANITARIAN WORK 
(BRING MEDICINES, HELP 
IN REFUGEE CAMPS...) 


ტ 


(AND NO, NOT EVEN 


Тм ქ უსა THESE PRACTICAL 
p> АМ TASKS PROUDE A 
p 8 წ! CLEAR PICTURE OF 
) WHY IT 5 THAT 


| I AM GOING) 


= 
= 


AN INFO CAMPAIGN ON WHAT 
5 ACTUALLY GOING ON THERE, 
ASIDE FROM THE CONFUCT. 


56 YOU GONNA REPORT ON 
THE CASUALTIES? ON THE 
LUKEWARM CORPSES? 
ON THE FAECES YOU PRODUCE 

WHEN YOU'RE ABOUT TO DIE? 


ON THE CLOTTING TIME OF THE 
BLOOD POURING OUT OF HOLES 


“HOW WILL 
YOU GET 
THERE?” 


“HOW ELSE 
WOULD WE GET 
, _ Å THERE, MUM?" 


«II. 


THEN AN INTERNAL 
FUGHT TO SANLIURFA. 


ლ 


(© IT SAFE, 
THE INTERNAL 
FUGHT?") 


(YES, MUM") 


0 
D Rome 


ROME-ISTANBUL 
FIRST. 


(THIS THING THAT IM OFF ТО A WAR ZONE 
AND MOTHER WORRIES ABOUT THE HIGHWAY 
CODE Б PATHOLOGICAL, I FEAR). 


THEN AAAALL THE WAY TO SURUC BY COACH 


` 
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Ж Vand THEN?” 


THEN, DUNNO, WE MAY CATCH А LIFT, А TA, А BUS, FUCK KNOWS... BUT IT'S EIGHT OF UG, 
IM SURE A BRANIAC WILL HAVE PRINTED HOW TO GET THERE OFF THE INTERNET.. 


- what's the 
к Moser? 
Фидел? 


“TO GET ТО WHERE?” 


TO OUR VILLAGE, MUM, THE ONE OPPOSITE THE BORDER. 


“PROMSE YOU'LL BE CAREFUL? 
SERIOUSLY. 
THEIR DRIVING'S WORSE THAN IN NAPLES.” 


МЕНФЕК 


MERITS LAY ELOEWHERE. 


MEHSER'S A VILLAGE OF WHAT? ONE HUNDRED PEOPLE? 
I> LOVE TO ARGUE IN FAVOUR OF ITS ARCHITECTURE, BUT ITS 


HOUSES VARY FROM 
MUDDY WRECKS... 


NOT ALL ARE PERMANENT RESIDENTS: THERE ARE KURDS FROM FAR AND WIDE THERE TO 
SUPPORT KOBANE, FIGHTERS! FAMILIES AND FRIENDS, A FEW INTERNATIONAL SUPPORTERS. 
MY INTELUGENCE LEADS ME TO GATHER THAT: 


0 WE WILL BE SLEEPING IN = 

THE MOSQUE < 2 IT'S А MASSNE ROOM OF ABOUT 
Ч THIRTY PEOPLE, WITH CARPETS ON 
THE FLOOR AND LOTS OF BLANKETS 


WORKING AS MATTRESSES. 


YOU CAN SMELL FEET BUT AFTER SLEEPIN Р 
4 ON THE ТАТА 
WELL-KNOWN GYM IN MILAN, IT FEELS UKE PERFUME To FÅ =a 


SN 
AL IM AT EX- I COULD со 
რ À I) PERT LEVEL SWEATY secre Gea 
2) NOW. AND ITD STILL БЕ ~ 
BETTER THAN 


THAT NIGHT. 


(ТО PROTECT MY FRIEND 265 PRIVACY, HE SHALL 
BE REPRESENTED WEARING A GAS MASK) 
17 


® THE CENTRAL FOCUS OF THE VILLAGE'S SOCIAL ORGANISATION 15 CHAI MAN. 
HE STANDS OUTSIDE THE MOSQUE ALL DAY, SERVING EVERYONE FREE TEA. 


U Ч (ME, | WASN'T USED TO THIS KIND OF 
тако We А SUBSTANCE AND BECAME DEPENDENT 
SONE KND ) BY GLASS NUMBER THREE) 


L то IUST BE- 
К — 2, _ XIIს CAUSE | UKE IT. | 
а ра > АД Ди \ mø I CAN STOP 

5 WHENEVER. 


CHEESE AND OLIVES IN THE MORNING. 


Ss 


SOMETHING THAT REMINDS YOU JUST 
| HOW GREAT SAMPLING THE TASTES 
| OF OTHER CULTURES Б. 


| ER 


UH! I THOROUGHLY ENJOY 
HOT OLIVES AS I WAKE UP! 
пе 


DISPELUNG THE 
SAN STEREOTYPICAL 
- IMAGE OF THE 
MUMMY'S BOY 
THAT ONLY 
EATS PWM- 


SOME CRAPPY 
CARROT CAKE! 


ANY OLD SNACK... 175 


seen АНТ DAYS 


ID EVEN SNORT CRUMBS... 


COME ON... WHO THE 
FUCK EATS ONES 
IN THE MORNING? 


бай 


CAN YOU 
TRANSLATE 
FOR ME? 


THIS GUY'S GOING 
ON ABOUT SOME- 
THING IN KURDISH 

AND | DON'T UNDER- 
STAND HIM... 


| (йш 


HE SAYS “WELCOME 
TO THE TALANS". 


/ HE'S LK 
DV THE VILLAGE 
å RECEPTIONIST 


WE UE ON THE 
SOFA, КИ, OURSEWES 
WITH SPLIFFS, THEN 
MEGATOURNAMENT, 
FIFA OR RUSSIAN 

LETTE. 


винт, (Å) PARTERS #60 COME то THD VILLAGE FOR A WELL-EARNED REST. 


— nr — 


AND THEY'RE THANK YOU, 
VERY РОИТЕ AND MY FRIENDS. 

OT AT АД, #2 

YOU'D IMAGINE 


THEM. 


(“GOTCHA" 16 GREAT IN ANY SITUATION. THANK GOD FOR SLANG.) 


AIR STRIKE 


OF COURSE FOLKS 
WELL, ASIDE FROM NAPLES, 
FROM THE SHOCK- tå BOLOGNA, VENICE 


NG INITIAL IMPACT, HAVE ALREADY 


Å YOU RECKON S 


EVERYTHING L l| BEE 
SEEMS FINE. “A Jí др სას. 
аа ла... Gaal 
FUCK KNOWS å СА А D > 
Цинат гересте» JAN he წ | 

4: да `A [hi 


I THEY WOULD N 


ABOUT THREE TUBE STOPS AWAY. 
A BIT ИКЕ REBIBBIA-SANTA MARIA DEL SOCCORSO 


IT WASN'T 
CLOSE... 
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(SOME NOTES ON THE DIALOGUES YOU'RE READING) 


Кинт, 
AMERICANS. eure 
I'S OK THEN, 


BOMBING 


ЕР POSTS, 


RIGHT? 


цевву, ЪЪ YOU HEAR 
THAT CRASH? 


WORKING ON THIS COMIC REQUIRED AN EXERCISE IN SYNTHESIS THAT SOMEWHAT 
ALTERED ITS ADHERENCE TO REALITY, TO BE COMPLETELY HONEST. 


LET'S TAKE TH APPARENTLY NORMAL DIALOGUE, FOR INSTANCE: 


APPAR- 
ENTLY 20. 


THEY THROW RANDOM 
BOMBS, WHEN Бб 


BECOME TOO COCKY 
უკი So THEY | 
Look адды. Å 


IF YOU ADD THAT AROUND 40% OF THE PEOPLE THERE DO NOT SPEAK ANYTHING 


OTHER THAN FUCKING KURDISH, NOT EVEN GESTURING HELPS. 


GARIP'S PRESENCE, 
THE ASTERIX OF MESO- 
POTAMIA AND MEMBER 

OF ROME'S KURDISH 
COMMUNITY, 6 OF THE 
UTMOST IMPORTANCE 
#5 OUR TRANSLATOR. 


WAIT GARIP, ASK 
HIM IC THEY'RE HAPPY 
| ABOUT THE AMERICAN 


20 THD Б 
EVEN CLOSER 
ТО REALTY. 


WELL, WOULD YOU READ 
A COMIC UKE THIS? 


I WOULDN'T. 


YOU'D UNDERSTAND 
FUCK АД, 


WHICH IS WHY 1 OPTED FOR A MORE ESSENTIAL REPRESENTATION. 
HAPPY... | MEAN... 


IF SOMEONE DOES 
EVEN THE SMALLEST THING 
AGAINST YOUR CHILDREN'S 

KILLERS, YOU'RE BOUND 
TO BE HAPPY... 


BUT IT'S 
е ს RIDICULOUS. 


დას 4 
WY mer coun Y 
AN DESTROY ББ IN 
THREE DAYS, IF 
THEY WANTED ს 
TO. | BUT NOBODY 
Чу. WANTS TO. 


YOU CAN SEE BATTLE 
UGHTS BETTER FROM UP 
THERE, WHEN IT'S DARK. 


OH, DARKNESS N 
KURDISTAN FALLS 
IN A SECOND. 


AND THE STARUT 

Sky TRULY TAKES 

YOUR BREATH 
AWAY. 


THEN THERE'S SUCH EMOTION AND SILENCE THAT I CAN DRAW THEM JUST AS THEY ARE, 
WITH NO NEED FOR SYNTHESIS OR OMISSIONS. 
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WHEN YOU HEAR 


SHOTS AT NIGHT, 


IT'S US COMING 
FORWARD. 


LOOK, COMRADES 
ARE OFF TO LIGHT 


WHAT 
Бп? 


THE 
џанто N 
GONE OFF? ЖЫ 


WHY? 
რ 
NORMAL? 


AURIGHTY, 


DAYTIME SHOTS 
ARE ББ. 
HEAVY 
WEAPONRY. 


YES, 722, 
КЕБОИЈТЕ. 2 


| 
BECAUSE ONE NEVER 


KNOWS WHAT TO 
THINK HERE. 


SEE, IF THE ЏАНТ GOES 
OFF AND | HAVEN'T SAVED, 
IT COULD MEAN A DAY'S WORK 
DOWN THE PAN AND I LOSE IT... 


IT'S THE TURKISH ARMY 
SWITCHING THE VILLAGE'S 
ELECTRICITY OFF. 


YOU KNOW WHEN THEY TELL YOU YOU 
HAVE Ам INSECT ON YOU AND YOU FEEL IT 
SKIPPING ABOUT ALL OVER YOUR SKIN? 


20 THAT БЮ VOLUNTEERS 
PASS NEAR HERE AND CROSS 
BORDERS AND WE NOT 
SEE THEM. 


ОК. I FELT THE SAME, EXCEPT IT WAS БЮ. 
I FELT THEM CRAWLING ALL AROUND ME. 


“пети, 
THERE? TAKE 
I OFF! TAKE 

IT ОРЕ" 


STILL, YOU CANNOT REALLY SHOW THAT YOU'RE SHITTING YOURSELF. YOU MUST ACT ALL CASUAL, 
UKE THE MAN OF THE WORLD WHO HAS SEEN IT ALL ALREADY. 


WE'RE NOW SENDING 
WALKING BEATS To 
CHECK IF IT'S ББ. 


THOUGH SOMETIMES IT'S 
SUST THE FUSE. HAHA. 


6 PASSING 
EAN, THIS THING THAT ББ 
| NER THE VILLAGE 16 BULLSHIT, RIGHT? 


IT'S THE SAME WITH MY 
AUNTIE IN ORVIETO, THERE 
ARE BOARS THERE AND ГО 
A DISASTER EVERY TIME... 

THEY'RE OBSESSED 
WITH POTATOES... 
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CONTRADDIZIONI. 


за 
დან STOQUAP" 


ke МЕТЕ Е 
190 quel 
Ri SPOSTA > 


2 10380 LA NOTE CON GU X(W SAW: А VICV IM Со \ 
QN TERRA COW ISIS сме ед LA Coop, - ; inap. кине 


colo. SA ид 96LII§ № МЕТЕ А DISAGIO- COME IMMAGINARIO, TROPRIO . 
SENTO сие Sto SAVRARPONENDO DE КМ DNERSL- ОСЕ . 


ТЕУІ KASY тт 
Өз А дом. არ Y %MV (NGN DI 

% 3 у ИА ლიი (25-2 KEN GUERRIERO. 

ს % у M 5 А 10 М/ ქ 

у А 57 «2 ІШ) "9 4 F. Жез 
Әде (е X CONOSCANO. _ Код (о ÆR Pipa 8550) 
TAN 2 МА SAT | LESDNI ЗАНИМА. 
L რ. სას 


ოში MAME 510 A MSAC? ЗЕМЕ QELA CATEGORIA, QUEL MALE ASSOLUTO, БИ 
W пос UNA SEMURCAZVNE . VORREI CoGLiERE зае TOSETIVE ада კ იყარა ласы я 


МАМО СА KE FÅ - 7 
SAND. COE SCUT ЕМЕ. К 


TOME CA ОМ 1 амо МИМО INTESTA LE Voci 
TEL WWAGGIO, CHE SCHIACCIANO OGNI COSA 7 


| # თოი W 
A D 200 HONNE 


> 


PA GUNNI MORANDI 
ВИТА LA VENTA. М 


EVEN KEN THE WARRIOR'S NASTY PUNKS DIDN'T POP OUT OF NOWHERE. 
THEY WERE THE EXPRESSION OF SOMETHING MORE STRUCTURED, LESS IRRATIONAL. 


ирон THAT THE BOGEYMAN 

> N OWN DOES NOT CONQUER 

DUNNO, MAYBE SOMEONE у HALE OF THE MIDDLE EA 
EXPLOITED THEM TO ს + Beale 
DESTABILISE AN AREA. LC > ШІ 


OR SOMEONE MADE MONEY ჩ STILL, | ANT 
2 4 NO EXPERT ON 


OUT OF THEM AS THEY SOLD > = 
THEM OIL FOR NOTHING. J == GEOPOLITICS, 
/ Z OR HOKUTO 


AND NANTO. 


OR PERHAPS THIS 
FUCKWIT OVER 
HERE COULD WST 
STOP CHATTING... 
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WERE GONG То TALK ABOUT 
THIS, UKE, FOREVER AND 
YOU WEREN'T THERE. 
BECAUSE MISTER HAD 
GONE TO TOWN. 


ІМ SIRI] 


НЕМ YOU WERE IN CAMPO DE' FIORI 
Me үлды WENT INTO THE KEBAB PLACE 
AND THEY DIDN'T WANT ТО PAY, 50 THEY SET 
THE DOG ONTO KEBAB GUY AND HE CALLED 
NE GUARDS WHO KILLED THE DOG.. 


Ее ==) UNTIL 
NOW. 


IN KURDISTAN, 
ON THE SYRIAN- 


6 THE CENTRE 
OF THE WORLD. 


IN A VILLAGE WITH HOUSES MADE OF MUD AND NO MOTHERFUCKING BOG, 
BUT WHERE A KID AT NIGHT CAN CHAT TO НО GIRLFRIEND ON SKYPE. 
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THE CENTRE OF ALL THE CONTRADICTIONS AND CONFLICTS OF THE GLOBALISED WORLD. 


WHERE THE AMERICANS BOMBBUTNOTTOOMUCH, TURKEY ISWITHNATOBUT REALLY ISHELPINGISISAGANSTTHEKURDS, 
THERE Б A MUSLIM SOCIETY WHO MADE OF THELIBERATIONOFWOMEN ITS FLAG FIGHTING AGAINST ANOTHERMUS- 
UMSOCIETYWHOMADEOFGENDERANDRELIGIOUSOPPRESSION ITS OWN. 


AND POVERTYPROGRESSGROWINGECONOMYREPRESSIONMENWOMENROLESRELIGIONOL..... 


53 


ASSSSSSS 


1 


EVERYTHING 


YOU KNOW THAT MAX РЕ22АИ SONG? “WE ARE AT THE CENTRE OF THE WORLD/WE ARE 
N IT TOO/WHERE EVERYTHING HAPPENS...” 


WELL. | REALLY UNDERSTAND 


THE MEANING HERE. AND | FALL ASLEEP 


UKE А LOG, WITH NO 
MELATONINE, INFUSIONS 
OR VALERIAN. 


шй >> 
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WHITE RICE YELLOW RICE 


THE “HUMANITARIAN” SIDE OF THE TRIP, AS WELL AS SUPPLYING MEDICINES, CONSISTS IN HEL 
THE WAREHOUSES WHERE PARCELS OF FOOD ARE PREPARED AND SHIPPED To THE REFUGE CANES. 


IT'S NOT DIFFICULT. 


YOU MUST FILL THE 
BAG WITH EACH OF THE 
FOOD PRODUCTS А CAN OF OL 
YOU SEE HERE. 
YOU THEN SEAL THE a А SAR OF TOMATO SAUCE 


| BAG AND PLACE IT ON 
THE FORK LIFT. 
Í yap. A BAG OF BEANS 
| 4 ў (WHITE OR BLACK) 
| Ë А BAG OF RICE 
ale (YELLOW OR WHITE). 


I IMMEDIATELY 
GET ONTO THE JOB 
IN HAND WITH GREAT 
ZEST, AS IT MAKES 
ME FEEL “USEFUL”. 


> UA [1 DN 


THE GOOD THING ABOUT DOING A JOB THAT 6 SEDENTARY AS FUCK É THAT HALF AN HOUR OF 
TOUGH PHYSICAL ACTIVITY Б ENOUGH TO MAKE ME FEEL HIGH AS A KITE, IN THE THROES OF SOME 
SORT OF MEGALOMANIAC STATE. 


ç WHEN THIS WAR 
уны е WILL BE OVER, MY 
IM A FUCKING j STATUE WILL TOWER 
SUPERSAYAN! OVER THE CENTRE OF 


MOTHER TERESA 
БАТ MY DUST! 


FREE KURDISTAN! 


CAREFUL, CAL! 


YOU LEFT 
COUSCOUS OUT 
OF THIS BAG! 


OH BEAR, YOU GOT IT? 
THE SHITTYYELLOWRICE WASN'T RICE. 


A DIFFERENT FOOD PRODUCT, 
YOU SHOULD HAVE PUT BOTH IN. 


THAT ARE AL- 
READY LOADED. 


| AM SORRY, CHILDREN, COMRADES, | RECKON THERE'S AN 55 
NO COUSCOUS THIS WEEK... 7 MOLE INSIDE OUR FOOD WAREHOUSES. 


ІТ WAS THE ONLY 
THING THAT MADE 
UFE BEARABLE IN 
THERE WAS 
THESE CAMPS! А CLEAR ACT 
OF SABOTAGE 


NEWTS IN THEIR 
RESERVES. 


4005 308, GUYS. \ 
PARCELS AND WE'LL Ме 

HAVE А MEETING AT | | 

THE REFUGEE 


D'YOU STILL ты. 


THAT CYANIDE PILL 
FOR IN CASE 


ан 55 GOT HOLD 
| GF <b ah OF YOU? 


“YOU MIGHT WANT TO KEEP IT UNDER YOUR TONGUE.” 
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THE ROSAVA MODEL 


AT FIRST GLANCE, REFUGEE CAMPS LOOK THE SAME ALL OVER THE WORLD. 


OURS TAKES ABOUT A 

THOUSAND REFUGEES 

FROM IN AND AROUND 
KOBANE. 


WHAT SETS IT APART FROM OTHER CNIL DEFENCE CAMPS 5 THAT 
EVERY ASPECT OF COMMUNAL LIFE Б MANAGED BY THE PEOPLE HERE. 


Ц HERE IT ACTUALLY MEANS THAT THE CAMP ó 


| 

| DIVIDED INTO AREAS AND DECISIONS ARE MADE 

COLLECTIVELY, THROUGH SPECIFIC COMMISSIONS 
MADE OF THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES. 


SELE-MANAGEMENT Б A BIT OF AN 
EMBARRASSING WORD FOR ME SINCE 
1444, WHEN МОСОМО INFECTED IT 
WITH “BUT FOREVER IN MY MIND". 


FELF-MANAGEMENT 
N NOT ENOUGH. | If THERES S 


КРЕТАО 


ALL IT MEANF OMEFINK VERY 
ARE FINEFORUMS AND CRUFADE-UKE N DATENT- 
CAPOEIRA COURFEF. ABOUT NOT В МЕТ 
FCREWING ON გ е 


| SHAN'T 
4 CHOOVE IT 


INFTEAD, 
WITH OCCUPATION, 
WE CAN FCREW 


EVERYONE'S МОЈЕ 
N CAMP LIFE, WITH 
COOKING AND CLEANING 

SHIFTS ТОО. 


| 


e T 1 


V 


а WHAT THI 
| SHIT IN THE 


ХЫ) 
K 
=== 


ON THE FRIDGE FILM- 
ING THE PROGRESONE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
SHIT AND SHOWING IT 
IN STREAMING ON A 
UTHUANIAN ARTISTS! 
WEBSITE. 


IM THINKING OF THE 
GREAT CULTURAL SHIFT 
THAT MUST HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE FOR THIS MODEL 
To WORK. 


AND IM TRYING TO 

IMAGINE IT APPLIED 
То MY EXPERIENCES 
AS HOUSEMATE. 


їй ые] 
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WE'VE MADE IT 
INDEED, THAT GREAT 
CULTURAL SHIFT. 


HERE EVERYTHING 


WE LEARNED IN 


THE RECENT 


HEY, PAST. 


WE HAD A 
REVOLUTION 
IN ROJAVA. 


AS THOUGH WE 
GET TO THE CAMP 
AND START FROM 


IT WAS STILL | 
SCRATCH. 


HAPPENING. 


MEET NEWROZ KOBANE, ONE OF THE CAMP LEADERS. | RECKON SHE'S EVEN YOUNGER THAN ME, 
BUT SHE OOZES AUTHORITY IN SUCH A WAY THAT I FEEL ИКЕ KERMIT OFF THE MUPPETS NEXT TO HER. 


[тю 5 WAY FROM THE OUTSDE THE SCENE WELL, FOR INSTANCE WE HAVE A HOUSE 
THIS: 4 
MUST HAVE LOOKED SOMETHING LIE - FOR WOMEN N THE CENTRE OF THIS CAMP. 


AND WE'RE TRYING 
TO SET ONE UP N 
EVERY CAMP. 


BECAUSE | DIDN'T დ 
QUITE GET WHAT YOU 


ACHIEVED WITH THIS CTIVITIES ARE 


REVOLUTION... 


КА YOU KNOW, IM, 
(ს JUST A HUMBLE 


BUT THD 6 
IMPORTANT 16 US. 


Ж 
WE USED ТО HAVE 
A HOUSE FOR WOMEN 
ს IN EVERY QUARTER 
ША N KOBANE. 
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DIFFICULT HERE BE- 
CAUSE THE TURKISH 
STATE DOESN'T ¿NE 
А URA (*) FOR THE 
CAMPS, CONTRIBU- 
TIONS ONLY COME 
FROM VOLUNTEERS 
OR THE KURDISH 
MUNICIPALITIES. 


` 
BEFORE THEY DESTROYED IT АД, 
{| У / 


AND DID YOU MEET 
WITH OPPOSITION 
FROM THE MEN? 


WE BURY THE DEAD. 
THEIRS TOO. 


THEY CHOP OFF 
HEADS, HANDS, FEET. 


THEY KILL CHILDREN. 


P THEYRE BEASTS — 
WITH NO CONSCIENCE. 


TENCING. ~ 
| їй А; ქ 
(її 
ІШІ WwW, 


IN CASES 
OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, 
THE COURT 
WOULD 
CONSULT US 
FOR SEN- 


4 


AS 


oe ив 
a ს 


WE WOULD 40 AND 
FETCH THE MEN TO TAKE 
THEM TO COURT. 


WE ABOLIGHED MARRIAGES 
ARRANGED AGAINST THE 
WOMAN'S WILL. 


AND WHAT DOES THE 
CONFUCT WITH ББ 
MEAN TO YOU? 


THE REUGIOUS 
OPPRESSION... 


REUGION'S 


IT'S THE ББ 
FOLKS WHO 


WHAT RELIGION 
CAN SUCH PEOPLE 
HAVE? 
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до I LISTEN TO HER, I THINK OF OUR OWN 
DOMESTIC SHARKS, BUILDING CONSENSUS 
WITH PSEUDO-CRUSADES AGAINST LAM, 
FILUNG OUR HEADS WITH NONSENSE ABOUT 


DEFENDING WOMEN'S RIGHTS... 


-WHEREAS THE ONLY FIGHT AGAINST ББ HAS 
BEEN THROUGH THE SACRIFICE OF MEN AND 
WOMEN RECLAIMING THEIR MUSLISM IDENTITY 
(AND NOT ONLY THAT, THE KURDS PEACEFULLY 
DWELL AMONGST SEVERAL DIFFERENT RELIGIONS) 


AND THEY EXPLAIN THIS TO 
ME IN A REFUGEE CAMP WHERE 
THE LEADER Б A WOMAN... 


WOOKACHAWOOOA! 

JABBA NOWOKA! 

HAN SOLO WAKACHAA 
ო 


„МА TOWN, SORUC, WHERE 
THE MAYOR Б A WOMAN... 


WHILST WE ARE GUESTS М 
A VILLAGE, MEHSER, WHERE 
THE CHIEF Ó A WOMAN. 


2 # {/ Ж 
(%) То STEER CLEAR OF ELECTION TOPICS, 


SHOUTED SLOGANS HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY 
А JABBA THE HUTT MONOLOGUE. 


THE FUCK ARE WE SUP- 
POSED TO TEACH THEM? 


(HEY, IM NOT SAYING THIS Ó HEAVEN AND A PLACE WITHOUT CONTRADICTIONS, MIND. IT'S JUST 
THAT THEY'RE NOT THE ONES WE EXPECT WITH OUR WESTERN PARAMETRES AND STEREOTYPES.) 


| TWO CATEGO- 


WHY 5 IT THAT YOU ONLY SEEM TO 
HAVE OLDIES AND CHILDREN, HERE. 


7AMALRUIT V 
TEN.. 
THEN, V2 RIES THAT MAKE 
ME RATHER 
= NERVOUS... 


И А 


(PLUS, THEY'RE ODD OLDIES AND CHILDREN, THEY DONT FOLLOW YOU, ASK YOU QUESTIONS, SAY 
“CANNAVARO!” AND THEY DON'T ASK IC YOU SUPPORT MILAN OR ЗЛЕ. THEY IUST STARE AT YOU.) 


THO Б 


A САМР FOR THE 
THE REFUGEES YOUNG FOLK 
STAYED THERE 


TO FIGHT. 
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HOME 


ARE) 
Д ee ЖИЙ o AN EVEN SMALLER VILAGE THAN MEHSER. WE WALK PAST IT 
18. ТО GO HOME. IT'S ABOUT TEN MUD HOUSES AND SICKLY GOATS THAT YOU'D 
UKE TO SPEND TWO CENTS TO BUY THEM GRASS TO GRAZE, POOR 2059. 


თ 1 Й 4 - 


Ë > 1227 Ез = 
АН, AND IT'S REALLY NEAR THE BORDER. REALLY NEAR. 


NOT AS THOUGH I'M CRAZY 
ABOUT MUD MYSELF. 


BUT | USED TO ИМЕ 
ON THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE BORDER, 


рнк мв Pot АА 
5 3 


J 


წამალი 
| 


YOU LEAVE IL 
TO COME TO 


NOT RUN AWAY, 
LET'S BE CLEAR. 
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(I DO ADMIRE YOUR TENACITY, SAU, 

BUT CAN'T QUITE SEE HOW A VILLAGE 

OF TWENTY HOUSES COULD HAVE 
STOPPED AN ARMY) 


1 MEAN, WE GAVE 
THEM NOTHING 
FOR FREE. 


WE TRIED ТО DEFEND 
OURSELES, WE HAD 

KALASHNIKOVS, WITH A 
600 METRES RANGE. 


(YET | DON'T REALLY 
FEEL CONFIDENT ENOUGH 
TO АМБ LESSONS IN МИТАКУ 
FRA STRATEGY, HAVING BEEN 


ას ა V | 
აჯ VS HERE ОШ SEVEN DAYS) 


(IM А MODEST 
KINDA GUY) 


BUT THEY HAD 
MORTARS, WITH A 
10KM RANGE. 


NOBODY 
HELPED 06. Å 


50 NOW YOU'RE 


WE WOULD HAVE STOPPED VING IN MUD AND 
" YOUR HOUSE Б A 

THEM AND THEY WOULDN'T 

HAVE EVEN GOT TO KOBANE. STONE'S THROW 

Х + AWAY OVER THERE, 


ABANDONED? 


IT'S NOT ABANDONED. 
=== 


IT'S A WHOLE 
ББ AREA, 
THAT ONE. 


I TRY TO SHARPEN MY GAZE TO SEE IF 
I CAN CATCH A GUMPSE OF SOMETHING 
BEHIND THOSE WINDOWS. 


WAIT, YOU MEAN THAT DOWN THERE INSIDE 
THAT LITTLE YELLOW HOUSE ARE KEN THE 
WARRIOR'S BLOOD-THIRSTY PUNKS? 


BEHIND 
A BORDER 
THAT Б AT A 
DISTANCE FEASIBLE 
BY NOT EVEN A 
GREAT РРФЕК, 
JUST AN ALRIGHT 


IM SURE IM GOING TO GET CRAZY 
SCARED UKE | DID IN LOCH NESS. 


WHY ARE THE 
AMERICANS NOT 
Г\ BOMBING IT? 


THERE'S ББ 
IN THERE! 


I'D RATHER 
UVE IN A TENT 
ON MY HOUSE'S 


BUT NOT 50 #5 16 CATCH А HUMAN, 
ACCEPTABLE SIDE, MIND. 


NO WAY, YOU HAVE LUPIN SUPPERS, 
UKE ME WHEN I WAS LITTLE! 


ДА 
NN 
a 1 


LOOK, EVEN 
IM ANING THEM PER- 
MISSION TO BOMB 
MY HOUSE! 


„НАМ WAKE UP EVERY 
MORNING AND SEE THEM BE- 
HAVE UKE IT'S THEIR HOME. 
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| WANT TO SEE THER ROUTINE, 
AS THEY TAKE THE RUBBISH OUT 
N THEIR FUCKING SUPPERS, 


AND REMAIN THOSE SHADOWS INSIDE MY HEAD. 


3? 


EVERY THING 


I THINK WERE s I HOPE NEXT TIME 
LEAVING TOMORROW. WB WE SEE EACH OTHER 
YOU'LL BE BACK HOME. 


N FREE KOBANE. — 


WHADDAYA 
MEAN..7 


SHURNAK. 


MOUNTAIN 


I DONE TWELVE YEARS PRISON 
IN TURKEY, FOR POLITICS. 


THEN GOT OUT AND FASCIST 
TURKS SHOOT ME. 


THEN GO TO BERUN, IN EXILE, 
TWENTY YEARS. 


NOT JUST 
FOR KURDS. 


FOR HUMAN 
RACE. 


YOU RACK YOUR 
BRAINS TO UNDERSTAND 
1 WHY YOU'RE HERE. 


BUT то 
SOMETHING YOU 
KNOW ALL 
TOO WELL. 


NOT ANY 
OLD ONE. 
YOURS. 


ALL MEN 
AND WOMEN 
THAT CARE 

FOR FREEDOM 
AND HUMAN 
RACE SHOULD 
BE IN KOBANE 
TODAY. 


TO SEE THROUGH 
THAT MASS OF 
PIKELS. 


THAT YOU 
CARRY WITH 
YOU ALWAYS. 


WITH ITS LUMPS, 
ITS SCARS, 
ITS PATCHES. 


HEARTS ARE NOT ALL THE SAME. THEY ARE MODELLED AND MOULDED FROM EXPERIENCES. 
UKE А TREE TRUNK THAT GROWS BENT, ADSUSTING TO ITS SURROUNDINGS. 


AND EVERYTHING THAT HELPED SHAPE YOUR HEART...TEACHINGS, LEARNINGS, 
THINGS THAT MADE YOU CRY, THAT MADE YOU LAUGH, THE BLOOD THAT BOILED 
INSIDE YOU AND THE ONE THEY MADE YOU SPIT OUT. 


EVERY THING. 


Б N KOBANE TODAY. 
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BEYOND THE STREAM (PARMA 1922) 


HEY, DID YOU SAY 400D- WHAT THE FUCK 
BYE TO ‘TACHEMAN? WILL I DO NOW 


: 3 Е СНА? 
YOU CAN'T TT тт Е WITHOUT CHAI | 
LEAVE WITHOUT SAY- Putt 3 КЕ 
ING GOODBYE ТО А —— ТТ ш (~ : 
TACHEMAN! | 1 - ! ү 


თ ЧЕ TONIGHT LASTED ONE HUNDRED YEARS...” т” 


ZV. 2 уч 
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"IF TONIGHT LASTED ONE HUNDRED YEARS...” 


"WED BE STANDING, EMBRACING A DREAM..." 


K 
დ 


I 


აა, 
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“WITH WRITING ON ITS FACE...” 


“THERE'LL BE NO PASSING THROUGH HERE.” 
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